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Slovak Commmnist Partyiare the next most powerful 1

ed the confidence of the Kremlin by their
) ey are expected to resign only under a

y onal situation or because of advanced age,
Zapotocky who is more than 70 years old.

The -position of Cepicka 1s a different one, He hed not been a Communist and joined
the Communist Party in 1945 for reasons of opportunisme The fact that he married
Gottwald's daughter made 1t possible for him to start on a unique political career
and to gain Moscow's confidence by complete servility toward the party and Soviet
instructors and thus remove General Svoboda, a staunch Commmunist, as defense
minister, since Svobode had failed to sovietize the Czech Army more rapidlye Once
appointed as defense minister, Ceplcka parted frem Gottwald and wes prepared to .
sacrifice his wife for his career. After 4y . k »: il
believed not to have died a natural de 2 gl
only after the death of her mother did agedn

Cepicka sovietized the Czech Army and is supported by the Soviet instructors and by
those Czech officers who were employed either by himself or at his pressure and who
make up the majority of the Czech officers! corpss He is not popular, however, with
the enlisted persomnel and with the Czeoh people. Next to Bacilek he is the most
hated Czech Communist in Slovakia. He is not active presently as first deputy prime
minister and would exercise these functions only in the event of a eritical
political situation. He enjoys certain sympathies with old-time Communists and
Soclalistse

Siroky who formerly pretended to be a Hungarian is hated in Slovakias His old
Communist friends in Slovakia blame him for having betrayed the Slovak Communist
Party and for having jolned the camp of the Prague Centralists. Siroky is also
unpopular in Bohemia.

Zapotocky and Siroky distrust each other although they are supported by the same
groupse They differed in the Lamswamn c¢ases While Zapotocky planned to make 1t
possible for Lausmsmm to start politiesl ackivity at once, Siroky, supported by
Fierlinger, who considers Lausmerm an undesirable eompetitor, was agalnst this plans
Zapotocky and Sircky are united, however, in their Jmgp pieka, whom they wish
to 1iquidate, Secretary General Novotny and Bacile “g ary &neral of the
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Comment, Sined | pident Zepotocky supported Lausmenn, the former 25X1
industry minister as ‘
prestige 1° - report ¥HAY Y#¥eminr was recently sentenced to twenty-five years
in jail were confirmed, Other information also tended to indieate that Sirolky

and Novotny will be successful in their fight against Zapotoeky.
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1. Zapotocky and Siroky belong to the most reliable followers of the Kremlin who
‘ cannot be suspected of defection.Theygained the confidence of the Kremlin by their
long loyal working for the party, They are expected to resisn only under a
poasible pressure of the international situation or because of advanced age,
especially Zapotocky who is more than 70 years old.

2. The position of Cepicka 1s a differsnt one. He had not been a Comrunist and joined
the Communist Party in 1945 for reasons of opportunism, The fact that he married
Gottwald’s daughter mede it possible for him to start on a unique political career
and to gain Moscow's confidence by complete servility toward the party and Soviet
instructors and thus remove General Svoboda, a staunch Commnist; as defense
minister, since Svoboda had failed to sovietize the Czech Army more rapidly. Once
appointed as defense minister, Cepicka parted from Gottwald and was prepared to
sacrifice his wife for his career, After the death of her father, who 1s generally
baiieved not to have died a natural death, she suffered from a persecution mania and
only after the death of her mother did she again appear in public at the end of 195:.

3, Cepioka sovietized the Czech Army and is supported by the “oviet instructors and by
thoss Czech officers who vere employed either by himself or at his pressure and who
make up the majority of the Czech officers® corps. He is not popular, however; with
the enlisted personnel and with the Cgech people. Next to Bacllek he is the nost
nated Czech Commnist in Slovakia. He is not active presently as firast deputy prime
minister and would exercise these functions only in the event of a eritical
political situation. He enjoys certain sympathies with old-time Cammunists and
Socialistse

4s Siroky who formerly pretended to be a Hungarian is hated in Slovakia, His old
Comminist friends in Slovakia blame him for having betrayed the Slovak Communist
Farty and for having joined the camp of the Prague Centralists. Siroky is also
unpopular in Bohemia. :

5. Zapotocky and Siroky distrust each other although they are supported by the same
groups., They differed in the Lausmamn case. While Zapotocky planned to make it
possible for Lausmann to start political activity at once, Siroky, supported by
Fieriinger, who considers Lausmemn unde 1%10 competitor, was againet this plan.
Zapotocky and Siroky sre united, MW eir hatred of Cepicka, whom they wish
20 liquidate. Secratary General Novot Bacilek, Secretary Qeneval of the
Siovak Cemmunist Party,are the next most powerful functiomaries in the Commmunizt
Party of Czechoslovakia in addition to Zapotocky and Siroky.
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Comment . Since President Dapotocky supported lLausmamm, the ferier 25X1
industry minister and leades of the Coclalists, Zapotocky would have lest
prostige 30 o report that lacsmann was recently sentenced to twenty-five years
in jail were confirmed, Cther information also tended to indicate that ~iroky
end Wovotuy will be successful iu their fipght ageainst Zapotocky.
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